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CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 13950 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, UR, XF 

SUBJECT: SOVIET COMMENTS ON MIDDLE EAST 

1. DEPUTY CHIEF OF MFA USA DIVISION SAID AT EMBASSY 
SOCIAL FUNCTION NOVEMBER 6 THAT FIRST DEPUTY FOREIGN 
MINISTER KUZNETSOV, WHO IS NOW IN DAMASCUS, WOULD 
PROBABLY RETURN TO MOSCOW BY TOMORROW, NOVEMBER 7. 

2. DURING SAME CONVERSATION, DIRECTOR OF AFRICA 
INSTITUTE SOLODOVNIKOV EXPRESSED OPINION THAT 
PALESTINIANS WOULD PROBABLY ACCEPT 1967 BOUNDARIES IF 
ISRAEL WOULD COMIT ITSELF TO SETTLEMENT ON THIS BASIS IN 
NEAR FUTURE. SOLODOVNIKOV, WHOSE INSTITUTE INCLUDES A 
MEDDLE EAST SECTION, VOLUNTEERED REPORT THAT ARAFAT 
INTENDS TO VISIT MOSCOW. ALTHOUGH HE SAID BBC WAS SOURCE OF 
THIS REPORT AND HE COULD NOT CONFIRM IF FROM HIS OWN 
SOURCES, THIS MAY WELL HAVE BEEN HIS WAY OF DROPPING A HINT 
IN PRESENCE OF OTHER SOVIET OFFICIALS. 
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